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Huntsvillefolk.org 

The Huntsville Traditional Music 
Association meets on the third Sunday of 

each month 
Our next meeting is: 

Sunday, February 21st 
2:00 - 4:30 PM 

 
 Huntsville/Madison Public Library Auditorium 

 

 

 
Next Meeting 

Sunday, February 21st 
2:00 - 4:30 PM 

Huntsville Public Library Auditorium 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HTMA Presidentôs Notes 

Last week we kicked off the 2010 HTMA 
coffeehouse schedule with a terrific first show, 
featuring Jeni Hankins and Billy Kemp. John Abbot 
and friends opened for Jeni and Billy. Jeni and Billy 
came to Huntsville as their first stop on a trip that 
will include several months touring and performing 
in Europe. We have other great acts line up for the 
next several coffeehouses, including musicians who 
are featured at Merlefest, played in bands with Jerry 
Garcia, etc. You might ask how HTMA can afford to 
bring in such outstanding artists from all over the 
country to our donation-only coffeehouse. The short 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 
how the sausage gets made, and how you can add 
some pork to the recipe. 

Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ǿŜ όI¢a!Ωǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 
committee) gave Jim Holland [HTMA Performance 
Chair] a fixed budget to apply as he sees fit to fund 
ŀŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻŦŦŜŜƘƻǳǎŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ   

 (continued on page 4) 
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President 
Jerry LeCroy 880-6234           jelecroy@knology.net 
 

Vice President 
Jim England 852-5740            jengland@knology.net
  

Sec/Treasurer 
Pat Long 539-7211                       plong@hiwaay.net 
  

Publicity Chair 
Claire Mikkelsen          homeschoolnan@yahoo.com         
 

Public Service Chair 
President Emeritus 

Bill McCampbell 882-2400 mccampbellwm@bellsouth.net 
 

Performance Chair 
Jim Holland                jhol111964@sprintmail.com 
 

Operations Co-Chair 
George Williams 880-6234 george.p.williams@pobox.com 
 
Steve McGehee 858-2032   catwithnotail69@aol.com 

 
Webmaster 

Position Available!                       (Great Pay and Benefits)           
 

Newsletter Editor 
Brian Curtis 412-0980              blcurtis@knology.net                 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Sacred Harp Singing  
Friday, February 5th, 7:00 ð 8:30 PM 
Burritt on the Mountain ð Old County Church  

 
Second Saturday Old-Time Jam  
Saturday, February 13th, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
Constitution Hall Village  

 
HTMA Monthly Meeting and Jam Session 
Sunday, February 21, 2:00 - 4:30 PM 
Downtown Huntsville /Madison  Public Library    
 

 
HTMA Coffeehouse 
Thur sday, February 25th, 7:00 PM 
Burritt on the Mountain ð Trillium Room  
 

featuring 

Iron Horse 

Bluegrass 
Tony Robertson, Ricky Rogers, Anthony 

Richardson, and Vance Henry 

 

 
 

If you have any questions or suggestions for 
retirement home performances, please contact  
Bill McCampbell at 882-2400, or 
mccampbellwm@bellsouth.net 
 
 
 
 

More information on all HTMA meetings, concerts, 
coffeehouses, and other events, is available at 

www.huntsvillefolk.org 

 

 

 
 

For the positions of  

 

 

WEBMASTER 

 

 
Contact Jerry LeCroy for details  

Call 256 - 880 - 6324 or E- Mail  

jelecroy@knology.net  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:george.p.williams@pobox.com


 

3 

The Berry Patch 

 
 
 

My thoughtful wife gave me three Mark Twain books 
for Christmas; he is one of my favorite writers. I love his 
short stories, some of which I have read at least fifteen 
or twenty times, laughing aloud each time. If you want 
to forget your troubles for a while, read his story about 
cannibalism in the railroad passenger car or his story of 
the man that corrupted Hadleyburg. 

 [ŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ ¢ǿŀƛƴΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ 
serious turn, posing questions about religious beliefs 
that are troubling for many. Like many, if not most of 
us, Twain wore many faces. His experiences in life were 
most interesting. 
 Lawyer-like, I say all this to introduce a little 
quiz to my musical friends. (Lawyers, young and old, 
often have a difficult time getting to their chosen 
subject.) 
 
aȅ ǉǳƛȊ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ¢ǿŀƛƴΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΥ  

¶ What instruments did he play and how 
frequently did he use this talent in his public 
and private life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now, consider this question and let me have your reply: 

¶ Sometimes Twain would play an instrument 
(which one?) and sing a silly tune about an old 
horse (or mule) whose name was either 
Jerusalem or Methusalem. 

¶  What was the name of this song and who 
wrote it?  

¶ Can you play and sing this song? At our next 
jam, will you? 

 
E-mail your answers to:  alabamahoss@bellsouth.net .  
 

Two matters of business: My membership dues 
are past due. Are yours? I am going to bring my account 
current and include a modest contribution to boot! 
How about you?  

HTMA is a wonderful collection of people and 
talent (the organization would benefit if more of that 
talent were spread around in HTMA administrative 
affairs). Thanks to all of you for allowing me to be a 
part of it. 

 
President Emeritus 

Joe M. Berry 
HTMA Public Service Chair 
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(tw9{L59b¢Ω{ bh¢9{ continued from page 1) 
 

¢ƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
we have made an up-front commitment for the whole year.  

What is enabling higher quality productions this year is 
the generosity of I¢a! άŀƴƎŜƭǎέ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
difference between the limited association funding and the fee 
necessary to bring talent in from out of town. Every newsletter 
reader is invited to participate in this angel program. Please 
contact Jim [jhol111964@sprintmail.com] if you are willing to 
provide extra financial support for the coffeehouse series, either 
in general, or especially if you would like to help fund a 
performance for a performer you are particularly fond of. We 
have had enquiries from previous HTMA guests, including Beppe 
Gambetta, Brian Bowers, and the Brooklyn Bluegrass Maestro, 
Orrin Star. All we need is one stout-hearted angel to step up to 
bring in any of these artists. And HEY ς ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ I¢a!Ωǎ 
501.c.3 status, your donations are tax deductiblŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
to get a receipt!  

Iƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŘƻŜǎκǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀ άŦǊŜŜέ ŎƻŦŦŜŜƘƻǳǎŜ ŎƻǎǘΚ L 
mentioned before the last coffeehouse that in the early 90s my 
family used to travel up to Dover, Delaware to visit my brother 
John, who at that time was president of the Delaware Friends of 
Folk, an organization similar in membership and goals to HTMA. 
DeFF put on a bi-weekly coffeehouse in a nice room at Wesley 
College, in Dover. I remember that DeFF had a very large roll-
around box stored in a closet at the student center that 
contained their entire sound system (amp, mixer, speakers, 
mikes and stands).  Boy was I envious of that outfit every time I 
loaded and unloaded the truck with very heavy HTMA sound 
gear. As guests entered the DeFF coffeehouse venue, they were 
greeted by a personable young woman at a table in front of the 
ŘƻƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŜŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ά5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΗ ¢ƘŜ 
5hb!¢Lhb ƛǎ {9±9b 5h[[!w{Φέ {ƻ 5ŜCC ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜƭƭ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎΣ ōǳǘ 
they did set expectations about how much the coffeehouse 
needed to draw to remain viable. You may note that that seven 
ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ LΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ 
to your imagination where inflation adjustments would take 
ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  {ƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ άŦǊŜŜέ ŎƻŦŦŜŜƘƻǳǎŜΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀllet, and drop some change 
in the bucket to help us keep the magic of these performances 
ŀƭƛǾŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΦ  

You mighǘ ŀǎƪ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƎƻΚ ά ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ 
bulk of it goes to pay performers. We typically pay local non-
member performers at least $100, and out-of-towners more 
than that, since we need to cover their travel costs. If you think 
about a four-piece band, like Harmony Guitars who played for 
HTMA last year, the $100 base is an almost embarrassingly small 
token of appreciation, just paying for gas for a performer 
coming over from Athens or Decatur. If you will contribute 
more, we will be able to pay our artists more.  

We also spend money to maintain and occasionally 
improve the HTMA sound system. Last year one of our thirty- 

 

 

 

year-old PA speakers failed, so we had to purchase new 
speakers. At the last meeting George Williams [HTMA 
Operations Chair] told me we really need a couple new 
microphones, stands, and cables. You might not think about it, 
but microphone stands and cables actually wear out, and some 
of the larger bands we put on need more microphones than we 
currently possess. The controller for the stage lights is also on 
the fritz. Unless we have a member electrical engineer offer to 
repair that for us, we will need a replacement controller. None 
of this stuff is expensive one item at a time, but over the course 
ƻŦ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǘ ŀŘŘǎ ǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƎƻΦ 

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ new HTMA member, and YES ς 
new volunteer newsletter editor Brian Curtis 
[blcurtis@knology.net]. Brian graciously offered to look at 
picking up the newsletter editing chores at the January 2010 
meeting. He was a little tentative, so I sent him a soft copy of 
the last newsletter to look at, and waited to see if that would 
scare him off. A week or so later Brian emailed to ask where the 
content for this February issue could be found ς he was ready to 
go to work.  Brian has many years experience working with 
computers, and in addition to working full time and keeping his 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǘŀƪing classes at Calhoun to get a degree in 
Computer SŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ŦƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
on another job editing the newslŜǘǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƭŀŘ he is 
willing to try. If you want to write a column for the newsletter, 
please do it, and be sure to get it to Brian two weeks or at least 
ten days before the end of the month, so he has enough time to 
do the editing to get it into the newsletter. We like to have 
writing about music-related subjects, but there is also some 
room for classified ads, probably even OP-ED pieces if you are 
politically inclined. 

I also want to recognize the return to service of our 
Publicity Chair volunteer Claire Mikkelsen 
[homeschoolnan@yahoo.com]. Claire is working to get HTMA 
events and meetings publicized in the local papers, on the radio, 
and elsewhere. Many of the papers (for instance the Valley 
Planet) need announcements as much as eight to ten weeks 
before their publication dates, and their editors are not flexible 
about book close dates, even with musicians. So if you have a 
gig planned, please send the information to Claire as soon as 
you know about it. I am still hanging on as HTMA webmaster 
until a competent volunteer offers to take that over, and if any 
HTMA members or friends are going to be performing in the 
neighborhood, please send me details and I will post that as an 
item on our website.  

Thank you to Jim Holland, Brian Curtis, George 
Williams, Pat Long, and Claire Mikkelsen. Volunteers like these 
ŦƛƴŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇ I¢a! ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜΩŘ 
be history. 
 

Jerry LeCroy 
        HTMA President 

 

 

mailto:homeschoolnan@yahoo.com
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Heroes in My Life 
By Jim England

 

Folks ask how I broke my leg. My standard 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛǎΣ άL ǿŀǎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
ƘƻǘǎƘƻǘ Ǌŀƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƳŜΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŀǎƘΦέ Lǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ 
better story than the truthτI fell in a parking lot. 

  
 Recovery has been quick by some standards; it 
seems slow to me. But my own misfortune has 
reminded me of some real heroes who have overcome 
greater misfortunes and still carry on with a bright 
outlook. Two of those who come to mind are my 
Grandmother Nelson and HTMA President Emeritus Bill 
McCampbell. 
 
 Granddaddy and Grandmother Nelson were 
farmers of a Tennessee-rocky hillside, hardscrabble dirt 
farm. There was no running water or electricity in their 
clapboard-covered, tin-roofed log house. In her early 
sixties, Grandmother Nelson suffered a stroke that 
paralyzed one side of her body. After several weeks of 
άƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀōŜŘέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ ǎƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ 
to her feet and pulled up. She reached for a 
homemade, hickory-bottomed straight-backed chair, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƘŜǊ άǿŀƭƪŜǊΦέ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
her stoking the wood cook stove to make breakfast 
while Granddaddy and I fed the animals their breakfast.  
 

LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊ ǎƘǳŦŦƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƛǊ ŀǎ ŀ ōǊŀŎŜ 
while she swept the old wood floors or made the beds. 
LΩǾŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŎƘǳǊƴŜŘ ōǳǘǘŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǇƭace 
or shelled peas out on the porch using only her good 
hand. Grandmother kept going, cooking and keeping 
house for many years until another stroke took her life. 
 
 Bill McCampbell is another hero of mine. Even 
with the difficulty with which he moves with his walker 
and stroke-damaged legs, he is a constant at the 
retirement home gigs. He not only sets up the gigs with 
various retirement homes, his funny songs and stories 
are always a hit with the residents. Bill is also a regular 
at the Huntsville Senior Center gym. Several days a 
ǿŜŜƪΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ōƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
weight machines, keeping his bones and muscles 
ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜǎǘΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ 
ƳǳŎƘ ōǳǘ L ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ .ƛƭƭΩǎ ƻƭŘ bŀǾȅ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
World War II over a cup of coffee. 
 
 I am a lucky fellow to have the family heritage 
and the friends (heroes) I have. 
 

Jim England 
        HTMA Vice President 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Quote of the Month 
It is cruel, you know, that music should be so beautiful. It has the beauty of 
loneliness and of pain: of strength and freedom; the beauty of disappointment and 
never-satisfied love; the cruel beauty of nature, and everlasting beauty of 
monotony. 

Benjamin Britten 
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Pictures of the Month 
 

January Coffee House with Jenny Hankins and Billy Kemp 

              
 

 

January Nursing Home Gigs 

 
 If you have anything you would like to contribute to the HTMA Newsletter, feel free to send it to:  

blcurtis@knology.net . You do not have to be a writer to send an article, tidbit, picture, musical fact, 
quotation or suggestion. All contributions are welcome. 

 


