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Huntsvillefolk.org 

The Huntsville Traditional Music 
Association meets on the third Sunday of 

each month 
Our next meeting is: 

Sunday, February 21st 
2:00 - 4:30 PM 

 
 Huntsville/Madison Public Library Auditorium 

 

 

 
Next Meeting  

September 19th   
2:00 P.M.  

Huntsville /Madison  Public Library  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HTMA Presidentôs Notes 

Summers over, schools started back up, and it is 
election time again. Yep ς you may have forgotten 
that HTMA elections are held in September for 
officers terms the following calendar year. I expect 
this year selections to the executive committee to 
be just as full of political heat and fury as we have 
become accustomed to, that is to say, none.  
Your current officers are me, Jerry LeCroy, serving 
as President, Jim England, vice president, and Pat 
Long, Secretary/Treasurer.  If you have any 
interest in taking one of these positions, please let 
me know and we will put you on the ballot. In the 
usual true spirit of HTMA cooperation, any self-
nominated candidate is very likely to garner the 
vote and endorsement of the incumbent.  So if you 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ 
a potentially embarrassing election loss, HTMA 
elections are tailor made for you!  
 

 (continued on page 4) 
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President 
Jerry LeCroy 880-6234           jelecroy@knology.net 
 

Vice President 
Jim England 852-5740            jengland@knology.net
  

Sec/Treasurer 
Pat Long 539-7211                       plong@hiwaay.net 
  

Publicity Chair 
Claire Mikkelsen          homeschoolnan@yahoo.com         
 

Public Service Chair 
Position Available!               

 
Performance Chair 

Jim Holland                jhol111964@sprintmail.com 
 

Operations Co-Chair 
George Williams 256-728-2359 

george.p.williams@pobox.com 
 
Steve McGehee 858-2032   catwithnotail69@aol.com 

 
Webmaster 

Position Available! 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Brian Curtis 412-0980              blcurtis@knology.net                 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Summertown Bluegrass Reunion 
September 2, 3, 4 

Summertown, TN  
www .summertownbluegrassreunion.com  
 

Gurley's Music Barn Tuesday Night Jam 
September 7, 14, 21, 28  7:00PM 
45 Peck Hollow Rd Somerville, AL 35670 
 

Second Saturday Old-Time Jam  
September 11th, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
Constitution Hall Village  
 

Hearthstone Retirement Village Gig 
September 11th , 3:00 PM 
8020 Benaroya Ln., Huntsville, AL 35802 
 

Paint Rock Valley Bluegrass Festival 
September 17, 18 
Paint Rock Valley Lodge and Retreat 
www.prvlodge.com/festival.html  
 

Harborchase Assisted Living Gig 
September 18, 10:30AM 
4801 Whitesport Cr., Huntsville, AL 35801 
 

Eva Founderõs Day Bluegrass Festival 
September 18 
Eva, Al 
Call 256-796-0322 for details 
 

England Bluegrass Jam 
September 16, 17, 18 

Center Star, Alabama 
Contact Brian Curtis for details  
 

HTMA  Meeting 
September 19, 2:00PM 

Downtown Huntsville/Madison Library  
 

HTMA Coffeehouse  
September 23rd, 7:00PM 

Burritt Museum Old Country Church  
 

Regency Retirement Village Gig 
September 25, 3:15 pm 

2004 Max Luther Dr. Huntsville, Al 35810  
 

More information on all HTMA meetings, concerts, coffeehouses, 
and other events, is available at www.huntsvillefolk.org 

 

 
 

 
 

For the positions of  

 

 

WEBMASTER 

 

Public Service Chair  

 

 
Contact Jerry LeCroy for details  

Call 256 - 880 - 6324 or E - Mail  

jelecroy@knology.net  
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The Berry Patch 

Do you ever wish that you could write a song? I do. I often feel there is song inside me looking for a way out. 
Equally often, I realize that I do have songwriting ability. Even so, I still wish that I could write a song. Some of 
my songs would be happy, others sad. Some are serious, others are silly. 
 I marvel when reading about songwriters like Charles Wesley. He published more than six thousand 
songs and left the words for two thousand more. Wow! How did he get the inspiration for so many hymns 
and the talent to express them? I cannot write even one. I get the inspiration for things happy, things sad, 
things serious, and things silly. The words reflecting some of these inspirations I can partially capture on 
paper, but setting the word to music? Forget that! It will never happen. 
 I read that Charles Wesley had to overcome a bad temper and drinking problem before he became a 
prolific hymn writer. Maybe that is my problem; I have never had a drinking problem to overcome, or a 
particularly bad temper. 
 I also read that Wesley frequently visited prisoners in Newgate Prison who were condemned to die, 
sometimes locked in the cell with them the night before their death and this sometimes gave him inspiration 
for a hymn. I can relate to that. 
 I once walked into the courtroom with a mother who was in the advance stages of cancer illness. Her 
doctor had given her about six months to live. Her son, my client, walked with us, he was scheduled to face 
the judge and receive a sentence of ten years in the state penitentiary. The mother did not say it, but I knew 
she was thinking I shall never see my son a free man again. (She was right.) 
 There is a sad song in that experience, a song that needs writing and singing. This song even has a 
happy endinƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ όŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘύ ŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ L ƪƴƻǿΣ 
has led a lawful, productive life ever since. So, my hypothetical song could end on a high note, if I could only 
get my lovely wife to sing it.  
 
President Emeritus 

Joe M. Berry 
HTMA Public Service Chair 
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(tw9{L59b¢Ω{ bh¢9{ continued from page 1) 
 

Beyond the September election, we are doing 
other planning for next year. We have already 
received several offers from musicians who would 
like to book an HTMA Coffeehouse, and Jim 
Holland is starting to plan out the Coffeehouse 
program for next year. When I spoke with Jim this 
Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ LΩŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ нлмл 
Coffeehouse schedule and see what musical areas 
might have been over, or under-represented in our 
Coffeehouses.  Jim has multiple goals for our 
Coffeehouse Series, which include: 

1. Provide high quality musical entertainment 

for HTMA members and friends (and 

inspire members to improve their skills); 

2. Provide an opportunity for less-well-known 

performers to be introduced to the 

Huntsville market, with the hope that they 

will be able to expand to a larger audience 

than our coffeehouses presently deliver; 

3. Make available in Huntsville a venue to 

support a variety of music which is not 

commercial enough to be widely produced. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άƻƭŘ-ǘƛƳŜέ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ 

regional music styles (from Appalachia, the 

Ozarks, mining country, etc), Celtic music, 

etc. 

4. Provide an opportunity for our members to 

enjoy performing in a professional setting. 

So Jim has some specific goals for the Coffeehouse 
Series, which I fully support. At the same time, 
HTMA is a service organization, here for the 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ {ƻ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ Ƴƛnute and 
send Jim an email to tell him what performers, or 
musical genres you would like to see booked for 
the series in 2011. And please be sure to come out 
for these shows, and bring your friends. The 

Coffeehouse operates off of donations we receive, 
and with a larger audience we can pull in more 
donations, and then afford better talent. This can 
become a powerful uplifting quality spiral, but to 
make it work we need involvement from most 
every member.  
The turnout at the August meeting was pretty thin 
ς it may have just been TOO HOT for most folks to 
get in a car and drive to the library. However, the 
music was really excellent. Phil Gibson, a banjo 
ǇƭŀȅŜǊ LΩǾŜ ƳŜǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ 
in with a nice Stelling banjo, and brought a very 
nice touch to a number of tunes. He was so good I 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴȅ ōŀƴƧƻ ƧƻƪŜǎΦ  And 
someone mentioned that T Sheppard may be 
closing his music store. I hate to see another local 
music store close ς but to some extent the web-
based music stores like Guitar Center are doing to 
local music stores what Wal-Mart does to their 
small local competitors. Please try to support our 
local retail music community. I especially try to 
patronize The Fret Shop and Railroad Bazaar, 
whose owners have both been very supportive of 
HTMA.  
Last note is that we are planning a March 2011 
concert featuring a return to Huntsville by 
stunning Italian flat pick guitar virtuoso Beppe 
Gambetta.  ²ŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 
interest to support holding a Beppe guitar 
workshop while he is here for the show. If you 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
call or email me or Jim Holland, so we can get an 
estimate on how many students this opportunity 
might draw. 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry LeCroy 
        HTMA President
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Pictures of the Month 
 

 

 

 

 


