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Note from the Editor

Our newdletter is an important part of our
organization, and | invite every member to
contribute ideas and/or articles any time you
want to do so. Y ou can reach me at
sylvias.williams@pobox.com or 256-728-
2359 or 1334 Columbus City Road, e
Scottshoro, AL 35769. | hope to hear from SNy
yOu soon. N

A special thanks to all of you who :

have helped so much while I’ve been ill
and recovering from surgery!

HTMA CONCERT MOMMIES
NEEDED!
Jerry LeCroy

The Huntsville Traditional Music Association meets on
the third Sunday of each month. Our next meeting is on:
Sunday, April 20th, 2:00 - 4:30 PM
In the Huntsville Public Library Auditorium
915 Monroe Street, Huntsville, AL

We are into the second quarter of 2008
without a concert plan for thisyear. HTMA
has along tradition of producing two to four
concerts each year featuring out-of-town
artists. Some of our regular concert promoters
aretied up with work and family matters

Inside this Issue:

|ately, and the board hasn't received any Page 2: HTMA PresidentOsotes
proposals for HTMA concert sponsorships. -4: ok G
If you are interested in bringing your favorite Page 3-4 wc-)g:g\mg Patrick Day
folk, traditional or songwriter performer to :
Huntsville, now's the time to speak up. Page 4:  April Coffee House To

It does take some investment of your time Feature The Outstanding
to produce a concert, but the payoff is meeting Dulcimer Players From
aperformer you like, introducing them to a Athens
Huntsville audience, and having aterrifictime  page 5:  Notes from the Berry Patch
doing it. HTMA has been amateur-producing . A
concertsfor along time now, andwehavethe ~ Page 6: Mr. Bill@GGigs, Calendar of
process worked out well enough that anyone Eventsfor April; HTMA
who can play aguitar or dulcimer will have no Officers and Committees
problem doing it. Even afew banjo players Page 7-8: The 2008 Reunion Of The
have successfully produced HTMA concerts. CEldersOOf Huntsville®

If you would like to propose a concert for Folk Music Scene
later in thisyear, or 2009, please call Jerry . -~
LeCroy (880-6234) or Lou Beasley (859- Page 9:  duMidi Performance
5016), and we will help get you started on the
road to concert success.
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HTMA President’s Notes
April 2008

Dear Friends,

| experienced a fine example last month of
what agreat experience HTMA membership
has been for me. | was at a scientific
conference in Orlando, masquerading as a
rocket scientist, when | received an email on
my laptop "Areyou at SPIE?" Our old friend
John Jendzurski was a so at the conference,
and had spotted me testing out my
presentation on one of the speakers test
computers. | called John immediately, and we
got together with another friend and played
music at our hotd till nearly midnight. It was
great.

The point isthat | met John through
HTMA membership. He came to one of our
coffeehouses back when we were doing them
at the UAH student center, started coming to
meetings, joined the association, and we
played music together for several years. John
moved from Huntsville to Austin seven years
ago, but with our musical connection, we were
playing together asif we'd last seen each other
just last week.

| think most HTMA members can think
about friends that we've made through the
organization, things we've learned, about
music and ourselves, and good experiences
we've had because of the association. Those
friends and experiences are what makes the
association significant in our lives. | hope
those positive attributes continue to bring new
membersinto the association, and make our
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established members more frequent visitors at
HTMA events and meetings.

That brings up a question, though. | missed
our last meeting, because of the
aforementioned conference, but | understand
that turnout was small. | aso heard that the
meeting may have been more enjoyable for the
folks who did come, for being less crowded.
Each of the members there got to play more
songs, which is usualy fun.

| wonder if our regular monthly meetings
have been getting big enough to be alittle
unwieldy. Would it meet our members
interests better if we were to split the meetings
into two or more groups (maybe ask the
Library to let us use another of the meeting
rooms)? We could split up by musical interest
(60'sfolk songs vs. old-time traditional tunes
vS. modern songwriter material 7??) or just by
that day's personal inclination. I'm not sure if
it'sdoable, or if the Library would support the
extraroom(s), but I am very interested in
learning what you, gentle readers, might have
to say about this sort of proposition. If you
have thoughts on this subject, or any other
HTMA related issue, please call or shoot me
anemail.

And what ever happened to John J? Well,
from Austin Texas he moved to Rockville
Maryland, where he's doing work for NIST,
and playing music regularly. He has awife
and three kids al 6 and under. | can tell his
wifeis patient, because she let John leave her
at home with those kids. | could also tell she's
agood cook, but that's another subject.
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HTMA St. Patrick’s Day Program
Lou Beadey

The annual HTMA St Patrick@® Day Program
was another success with agreat program of
music from the British I1des, performed by
HTMA members. The wesather, and the view of
Huntsville from the mountain, bathed in the
evening sunlight, was smply magnificent.

L 8 | |
Chuck Webber, Dave Shepherd (guitar), lan Panton
Opening the program was lan Panton (who

isactually from Scotland) on fiddle, Dave

Shepherd on guitar, and Chuck Webber also

onfiddle. They did agreat job, opening with

Flowers of Edingurgh, then Soldiers Joy, and a

couple of waltzeswhich included Mrs. Helen

Robinson and another very nice piecethat | did

not catch the name. Other piecesincluded

Strip the Willows, Red Haired Boy, An Irish

Lament, and an old fiddle tune | know as

Uncle Joe. Now being an old Bob Willsfan, |

really enjoyed the work of lan and Chuck on

the twin fiddles, which was greatly enhanced by

Dave@ outstanding rhythm guitar playing.

p o

Rusty Bay: Lori & Gerri McGough

Rusty Bay, Jerry and Lori McGough, had
just recently lost their third member who moved
to Atlanta. Nonetheless, Lori and Jerry did a
finejob, and it should be noted that Jerry
played guitar for this session jnstead of his
bluegrass banjo. Rusty Bay(@ songs were
primarily about the Irish immigration to the
US. Their play list included Spancil Hill, Little
Lost Children, Mountaineers are Always Free
(about the mountainsin WV), and Working in
the Pickle Factory, written by Jerry. Lori and
Jerry@ voices blended very, very well and they
produced an excellent program. Rusty Bay
CDsare available at their web site
www.rustybaymusic.com. They have sold CDs
in 25 states and even in Boliviaand South
Africa. Now that coversalot of ground!!

Ken Hinkle

Ken Hinkle, completein his St. Patty@$
green attire, was next on the program. Ken@
Chet Atkins Style guitar playing wasredly
enjoyable, asaways. Ken song list included
Devilish Mary, The Girl I Left Behind (one of
the oldest Irish songs, Ken did the American
version), Wild Irish Rose, Maggie, and Clancy
Lowered the Boom. Ken canredlly belt out an
Irish ballad, and accompanied by his excellent
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guitar work, was thoroughly enjoyable. Good
job Ken.

Paul Turner, Pat Long, Terry Long

Pat Long on mandolin and Irish tenor banjo,
Terry Long (Pat@ husband, who | think was
making hisfirst public performance) on the
Irish Bodhran and rainstick, and Paul Turner
on guitar. Their set had an excellent mix that
included: Polkas: Britches full of Stitches,
Terry Teahan’s Polka, and Maggie in the
Woods. A jig set: Calliope House, Star Above
the Garter, aSlip jig: Butterfly, and aMarch
set: Croppies’ March, Rattlin’ Bog,
Campbell’s Retreat and aVoca:! Maid of
Llanwellyn. Pat@3 mandolin and banjo playing
was well supported by Paul @ excellent guitar
and Terry@ Bohdran rhythm.

Sue Charles, Steve McGehee

Sue Charles, and her custom made Orthey
autoharp, closed out the evening(@ program.
Normally the autoharp is played with picks.
Sue, however, played using just her fingernails.
That Orthey autoharp really sounded great with
the natural nails producing avery lovely sound.
Sue opened her set with The Trees They Grow
High, Skye Boat Song, Black Velvet Band. She
then invited Steve McGhee to sing with her on
Gone by the Rainbow. Sue closed with Down
by the Sally Garden. Suewasin great voice
thisevening. The duet, with Steve singing
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tenor, was great also. Very well done, say .

Overall, thiswas athoroughly enjoyable
Coffee House celebrating music of the British
Ides. HTMA isfortunate to have so many
talented members willing to perform in public,
and we owe a debt of gratitude to all these
performers. And, last but not least, thanksto
Pat Long for coordinating and putting together
an excellent program which was enjoyed by a
large, and appreciative, crowd with many, many
vigiting guests. Good show!!

April Coffee House To Feature
The Outstanding Dulcimer Players
From Athens

The Athens Dulcimer Players

Opening for the Athens Dulcimer Players will
be Ashley Luna, ayoung woman whose stellar
singing and guitar playing greatly impressed
HTMA members at the February meeting. We
areinfor alively performance from this
musician.

If youQe never attended a performance of the
Athens Dulcimer Players, attend thisone! You
will be amazed at their expertise on the dulcimer,
and the variety of songsthey play. Itisawaysa
joy to hear them play and to watch those fingers
fly over the strings. And maybe wedl be lucky
enough to witness a L ouise Todd-driven _
performance of the limber jack dolls. Yadl come!
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Notes From The Berry Patch

Never trust an old man that will look you in
the eye and say, @ am going to tell you a
story.OStorytelling seems alicensetolie;
besides, the Bible saysthat a storyteller isat
liberty to embellisn! (Well, | am not so sure it
saysthat, but if it doesn@, it sure seemsit
ought to.)

With the formal introduction out-of-the-way,
| will now get down to serious business, things
like The Great Depression and taking a bath.

Now some folks don® agree on when The
Great Depression began. | know. | caused it. It
began October 6, 1930, on the very day that |
was born. | bet you never realized that. (If you
hang around an old storyteller, you can learn
lots of new things.)

That Depression had alot to do with
bathing. In fact, in some homes, it darn near put
bathing out of business. Take our house for
example:

Now | could tell you areally tall tale about
remembering my first bath in adishpan that
was sitting on top of awood-burning stove
when | wasjust six months old, but that would
be stretching truth a bit too far. (A good
storyteller wantsiit to be far-fetched, but still
within the realm of remote possibility.)

Let@just say | remember taking abathin a
number one, number one washtub, that is. |
guess | graduated from the dishpan to a
number one when | was about age two. It wasa
big promotion, amighty big step for alittle
boy. My legs were about fourteen inches long
and the sdewal |l of that number one was about
eighteens inches high. A boy cannot be too
careful in asituation like that.

Asthe yearswent by, | got other
promotions. About two years after the thrill and

excitement of soaking my butt in the number
one, | moved up anotch to anumber two. It
was bigger and its sidewall about two inches
higher. But, my legs were longer and | had less
danger of doing permanent damage as| gotin
and out. See, now you are getting the picture of
how exciting it was growing up in a Depression
that you had started! You need to try it
sometime.

But theredlly big event was yet to be, that
would be soaking your butt in anumber three.
Now for you city dickersthat live on Echols
Hill, or look down your beautiful nose from
The Ledges, let me explain anumber three
washtub. It isthe granddaddy of all washtubs.
It isthe Cadillac of the pack, the bull-of-the-
woods, the |ead-dog, the boar hog of the valley.
In aword, life during a Great Depression don@
get no better than a good soaking in a number
three washtub. And, | madeitin 1937. | had
arrived!

But, like so many of the good things of life,
it did not last. It lasted just long enough for me
to get agood taste of high living. During my
third bath in number three, | noticed the small
hole in the bottom. By my sixth bath in that
king of all tubs, | knew my climb of the social
ladder was over. Mother converted number
three to aflowerpot and my life started down
hill.

| moved back to number two, until she, too,
gprang aleak. Then, | suffered the humiliation,
at age ten, of standing in number one again.
Even with afull tub, the water came below my
knees.

Life seemed to be al down hill.

In a manner of speaking, | am grateful for
World War I, it created work for poor folks
like me. When that war started, number one
gprang alesk and | waslooking at bathing in
the dishpan, again. In fact, if things had gotten
much worse, you may have found me trying to
wash my body out of one of motherS
thimbles.

Had | known what | know now, | never
would have started that Great Depression, in the
first place. (Just like | said, never trust a

storyteller.)
Jee /M. 867
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Mr. BillG Gigs

April 2008 Nursing Home Gigs
Nursing Home Gigs are on Saturdays at 3:00
pm unl ess otherwise noted.

APRIL 5 3:00 PM
WHITESBURG MANOR
105 Teakwood Dr. Huntsville 35801

APRIL 19 3:00 PM
FAIRVIEW AT REDSTONE VILLAGE
12000 Turnmeyer Dr. Huntsville 35803

APRIL 26
REGENCY
2004 Max Luther Dr. Huntsville 35810

If you have any questions or suggestions,
please contact Bill McCampbell at 882-2400
or mccampbellwm@bellsouth.net

Calendar of Events for April

April 12 - 1:00 PM - Jamsessiorat
Earlyworks Museum,, downtown Huntsville

April 13 - 18 - Old Time Fiddle Workshop,
Matt Downer, at Alabama Folk School.
Information at:

http://www.campmecdowell.com/FolkSchool/Classes/2
008 _spring/fiddle Downer%20htm.htm

April 20 - 2:00 PM - March Meeting

April 24 - April Coffee House - 7:00 PM
Athens Dulcimer Players. Opening,
guitarist/singer Ashley Luna. At TheOld
Church at Burritt on the Mountain. Free;
donations accepted.

May 3 - Annua All Day Shaped Note Singing
at Burritt Museum

May 4 - 9 - Clawhammer Banjo Workshop,
Dan Levenson, at Alabama Folk School.
Information at:
http://www.campmcdowell.com/FolkSchool/Classes/2
008_spring/Clawhammerbanjo_Levenson.htm

pral

May 8 - 10 - Annual May Dulci-Fest

sponsosred by Morgan County Dulcimer
Association and Fretted Friends, at Pont
Mallard Campground. For more information:

Janet Henderson, 256-353-4239

dulcimernotes@bellsouth.net

HTMA Officers &
Committees

President: Jerry LeCroy
jelecroy @knology.net

Vice President: Jim England
jengland@knol ogy.net

Secretary/Treasurer: Pat Long
plong@hiwaay.net

Publicity and Outreach Committee:
Chair: Sue Charles
scharles32@mchsi.com

Lou Beasley

Irbeasley @mchsi.com

Public Service Chair / Pres. Emeritus:

Bill McCampbell
mccampbel lwm@bell south.net

Performance Committee:
Co-chairs: Steve McGehee
catwithnotail 69@aol.com
and Lou Beasley
Irbeasley @mchsi.com
Jerry Lecroy

Newsdletter Editor: Sylvia Williams
sylvia.s.williams@pobox.com

Operations Committee:

Chair: George Williams
george.p.williams@pobox.com
Jerry LeCroy

Steve McGehee

880-6234

539-7211

852-5243

859-5016

882-2400

858-2032

859-5016

728-2359

728-2359
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The 2008 Reunion Of The “Elders” Of

Huntsville’s Folk Music Scene
Ken Hinkle

| was asked to report on a noteworthy
event that occurred recently ( February 10th)
onthefolk & traditional music scene herein
Huntsville! I | had Ghurried upOwe
should have made the March issue of our
HTMA Newsletter, | suppose, but seein@ as
how hurryinGain® Qactly my strong suit, the
April issuewill haveto do. [Please! No tacky
comments about April@ Fool day, either.]

Most of our current Huntsville Traditional
Music Association (HTMA) are probably
aware that the history of the association is
long and varied. We been Gometimes up
and sometimes downObut always had a
whole lot of fun and shared afew million
tunes, | suspect. May it aways be thus!
Anyway, it was during the 1990@ that I,
personally, became most active in the group
S0 | was very pleased to participate in a
REUNION on February 10th of thisyear
(2008) of the old-timers from its earliest
years. Of course, it was origindly called
simply, The Huntsville Association of Folk
Musicians or HAFM or, occasionally,
Huntsville Folk Music and other things we®
not discussin thisarticle. During the ®0s it
ran under the banner of TVAFTOTM
(Tennessee Valley Association of Folk,
Traditional and Old Time Music) but since
nobody could ever remember what that stood
for, it eventualy changed to the more wieldy
name it goes by today; HTMA. The use of
Orraditional Oseemed to describe alittle more
fully the range of music actualy being
performed within the A:ssociation.

Our Hostess: Sarah Curtis

Damon, John L, Brooks, Wayne

It was early in 2008 that we were mourning
the illness and death of one of our old friends
and members, Rusty Hayes, of thetrio (in the
®0s) Legends of the Past. Arising from the
sadness of her death and, | presume,
conversations between the other members of
O'he LegendsQi.e., Sarah Curtis, Lew Koch
and others; invitations to as many of the old
OoriginalO cast of that era (that could be
located) were sent to a GReunion /
CelebrationOevent in honor of Rusty and also
just to get the old group back in contact for
one moretime. Sarah Curtis was kind enough
to issue that invitation to her home herein
Huntsville. | think QRiverboat JohnO
Ferguson and Bill McCampbell were dso
instrumental (no pun intended) in helping
contact folks for the gathering.

Wéll, to make what is rapidly becoming a
long story abit shorter; the event was a
tremendous success with alarge percentage of
the old, original cast of players attending and
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enjoying themselvesimmensely. The
conversations were many, varied and, since
they pretty well &l occurred smultaneoudly, |
couldn@cover al the subject matter
adequately in thisarticle! Naturaly, old
performances, old venues and old folks were
among the favoritetopics. Some pretty
snazzy snacks were provided also by Sarah
who probably had some help in that area by
other lady folk. Anyway, there was a pretty
good feeding frenzy associated with the event
aso. Theonly thing | heard anyone mention
aspossiblya Odownsideto thetwo to three
hour event was the fact that there just wasn®
enough time for actually picking up our
musical instruments and playing afew tunes
together. Maybe wed get around to that one
yet in the next year or two . . . call it
ELDERvery Folk Jam, Elder Folk Revival or
something like that, eh? Invitedl the old and
new membersto aday long folk reunion.
Probably would be too many of us to make it
asingle QamOformat but make it a by the
year categorical or random interests
categorical jam or maybe just bring folks
across the stagein batches. . . ?7?

| took lots of picturesto record the various
conversation groups and antics so if you@
like to look more closely at those, they®e
postedat WEBSHOTS.COMundermy user
name; khinkle513. 1t@l save you alot of
looking through other pictures you probably
won@ be interested in if you do the search
under my user name for albums and select the
album entitled; 2008 Huntsville Folk
Association. | think Sylviawill include afew
of the better pictures along with my words. |
especially want to point out the old
photograph (actually a copy of acopy; so the
quality isn@exactly pro-photo grade) of the
group taken in the early 1990@. Nine of the
sixteen folksin that picture were present at
Sarah@ home on February 10th. Y ou can
see their names on the listing beneath the
1990@ picture. We were missing, of course,
Rusty (deceased) and six others who, for
various reasons, (illness, death or smply,
schedule conflicts) couldn®be present . .
Tauna Moorehead, Harlace Scott, M onte
Crowder, Bill Adams, R.D. McBride, and

pral

James Smith

(Recognize that several other folks by the
name of James Smith have been and/or are
still members!)

Folks present at the Reunion (past
members and/or other honored QuestsQ) on
February 10th 2008 but NOT in the 19908
plcturewere(IG] try to list @m all here but if |
miss anyone, please forgive my oversight!):

The Burcham@DBTerry and Sara

Kim Caulfield

Sarah Curtis@3 daughter (again, apologies B

name not remembered)

John Lovett (from Fals Mill; afavored

venue of the past)

Margaret McCampbell (of course)

The Sims b Joe & Sue

Emily VanValkenburg

Nancy VanVakenburg & husband (sorry;

can®remember his name)

| thought about including aroll call @9 b
94 but, besides that being very space
consuming, decided it might not be entirely
appropriate for the news | etter!

In summary? Reunions are good, old
friends are the best and; the only thing better
might be old friends, old music and song
enjoyed simultaneously!
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Midi Performan pleasure to work with. .
duMidi Performance Thistime, we of HTMA were Collier Rawls,

Bill McCampbell Jim England, Bill McCampbell, Bill Cassels,

Forlafewlyears now, we of HTMA have and Ken Hinkle.

worked with duMidi Women's club to bring
music to disabled children and youths at the
Center for Developmenta Learning, whichisno
more. It isnow just part of Academy!for
Academics and Arts. We are now left with just
the small children, the older oneslhaving been
"mainlined.”

Editor@ Note: Following is an excerpt from an
article written by the duMidi co-ordinator,
Margie Cumbie, for the duMidi’s Activity, and
forwarded to Bill:

Cpevera musicians from the Huntsville
Traditional Music Association strummed,
picked, and sang to the students. Both old
and young loved the lively, funny, and happy
songs. Children of various abilities danced,
or shall we say their eyes danced, and little
ones clapped, stomped, and jumped up and
down. We are grateful to the volunteer
musicians who share their musical talent gift
with the kids.O

Bill McCampbell, Jim England, Ken Hinkle, Bill
Cassels, duMidi volunteers, and children

We had considered it something of an
eduational function, but we have learned that
twenty minutes per group is not long enough
for teaching, and now we just concentrate on
making ajoyful 'n0|se and brightening aspot in  For more information on all HTMA meetings, concerts,
the” day (EdItOI’@ Note: Of course, that coffeehouses, and other events, visit our website at
Ojoyful noiseO does teach the kids to appreciate www . huntsvillefolk. org
and enjoy music.). Afer dl, du Midisldo call it
afun festival, sowe ALL JUST HAVE FUN.

Collier Rawls, Bill McCampbell, Jim England, Ken Hinkle

We are privileged to have duMidi volunteers
aswell as some staff to give us skilled help,
such and singing and dancing with thelchildren.
Thistime, February 27, we had du Midis Penny
Adams and Dot Boerner with us. They were
great. Co-ordinater Margie Cumbieisa
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