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Huntsvillefolk.org 

The Huntsville Traditional Music 
Association meets on the third Sunday of 

each month 
Our next meeting is: 

Sunday, February 21st 
2:00 - 4:30 PM 

 
 Huntsville/Madison Public Library Auditorium 

 

 

 
 

No meeting scheduled for   

April  2010 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HTMA Presidentôs Notes 

I just got back from the March HTMA coffeehouse, 
which featured Jim and Inge Wood. This was a 
great show. Unfortunately, the weather was really 
crummy. Rain and tornado warnings made the 
turnout very limited. All of the people in the 
audience except one were HTMA members. That 
one, though, was an important exception. Dan 
Goldner came out Thursday night to help out 
running the sound board, filling in for George 
Williams, who was out recovering from surgery.  
Dan did a good job working sound (although Jim 
and Inge did not need much ς mostly only a vocal 
mike for Inge). It is great to see a new HTMA 
volunteer developing. And it was lovely to see 
HTMA vice president Jim England sufficiently back 
on his feet that he once again brought in coffee 
urns for the coffeehouse. That was both heart- 
and stomach-warming 
 

 (continued on page 4) 
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President 
Jerry LeCroy 880-6234           jelecroy@knology.net 
 

Vice President 
Jim England 852-5740            jengland@knology.net
  

Sec/Treasurer 
Pat Long 539-7211                       plong@hiwaay.net 
  

Publicity Chair 
Claire Mikkelsen          homeschoolnan@yahoo.com         
 

Public Service Chair 
President Emeritus 

Bill McCampbell 882-2400 mccampbellwm@bellsouth.net 
 

Performance Chair 
Jim Holland                jhol111964@sprintmail.com 
 

Operations Co-Chair 
George Williams 880-6234 george.p.williams@pobox.com 
 
Steve McGehee 858-2032   catwithnotail69@aol.com 

 
Webmaster 

Position Available!                       (Great Pay and Benefits)           
 

Newsletter Editor 
Brian Curtis 412-0980              blcurtis@knology.net                 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Sacred Harp Singing 
Friday, April  2nd 7:00 PM ð 8:30 PM 
Burritt on the Mountain  - Old Country Church  

Second Saturday Old-Time Jam  
Saturday, April  10th, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
Constitution Hall Village  

Nursing Home Gig  
Saturday, April  10th, 3:00 PM  
Harborchase 

Alabama Chicken and Egg Festival 

April 1 0th and 11th starting at  10:00 AM  
http://www.alabamachickenandeggfestival.com  

Nursing Home Gig  
Saturday, April  17th, 3:00 PM  
Redstone Village 

Balsam Range and Tennessee Valley Express  

Saturday, April  17th, 7:00 PM  
Long Branch Opry  Arab, AL  

HTMA Coffeehouse 
Thur sday, April 22 , 7:00 PM 
Featuring  Tennebama Ramblers  String Band  
Burritt on the Mountain ð Old Country Church  

Panoply Arts Festival  
Saturday, April  23, 24th and 25th 
Big Spring International Par k Huntsville, AL  

National Cornbread Festival 
April 24 th and 25th 
Jam tent is available  
http://www.nationalcornbread.com/  

Nursing Home Gig  
Saturday, April  24th, 3:15 PM  
Regency Health Care 

American Cancer Society Relay for Life 
Saturday April 24 , 6:30 PM 
Featuring Special Guest Shane Adkins  
Hazel Green United Methodist Church  

 
More information on all HTMA meetings, concerts, 

coffeehouses, and other events, is available at 
www.huntsvillefolk.org 

 

 
 

 
 

For the positions of  

 

 

WEBMASTER 

 

 
Contact Jerry LeCroy for details  

Call 256 - 880 - 6324 or E - Mail  

jelecroy@knology.net  
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The Berry Patch 

¢I9 ά.!¢¢w99έ w!5Lh 
 LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛon to music came from my mother. It seems she was constantly either singing 
or ǿƘƛǎǘƭƛƴƎΦ ά¢ƘŜ hƭŘ {ǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ ²ƘŜŜƭέ ǿŀǎ one of her favorites. Next was the music of the Baptist churches 
ǿƘŜǊŜ tŀǇŀΣ Ƴȅ ƳŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘΦ !ƴ ά!ƭƭ 5ŀȅ {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǳƴŘέ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
tŀǇŀΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘΦ ! άƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ǿŀƎƻƴέ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀōƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǇǎ 
under the watchful eye of one or two mothers was the forerunner of the modern-day church nursery. 
 On special occasions, I attended an afternoon Sacred Harp Singing, which I found funny. Men and 
women were sitting in a square circle, each reaching down to the bottom of their shoes to bring forth the 
most volume, each vying to sing the loudest. Shaped notes seemed to jump from beneath bonnets and out of 
overalls. 
 My first recall of hearing music, other than from mother or at church, came from what was sometimes 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άōŀǘǘǊŜŜ ǊŀŘƛƻΣέ tŀǇŀ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜΤ there being no electricity in his house, it was powered by a dry-cell 
ōŀǘǘŜǊȅΦ tŀǇŀ ǳǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ άōŀǘǘǊŜŜέ ǎǇŀǊƛƴƎƭȅΣ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ άƧǳƛŎŜέ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ hƭŜ hǇǊȅ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ όCƻǊ 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǉǳƛŘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ άƧǳƛŎŜΦέύ 
 Jimmie Rogers, The Singing Brakeman, of Meridian, Mississippi and Hank Williams of Montgomery, 
Alabama were the first famous singers that I heard of. Both seemed equally popular. I liked the yodeling of 
Jimmie RogersΩ best. Later in life, I came to appreciate Hank WilliamsΩ choice of words in many of his songs. 
 Like most I guess, I like the music of my youth best. Sometimes now, when I halfway hear much of 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ L ŀƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ-of-hearing. These are sure signs that I am now an 
old man. I like it that way. 
 !ǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƧŀƳΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎ ά¢ ŦƻǊ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ ¢ ŦƻǊ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΣ ¢ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜƭƳŀΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ŧƻƻƭ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳŜΚέ 
 

President Emeritus 
Joe M. Berry 

HTMA Public Service Chair 
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(tw9{L59b¢Ω{ bh¢9{ continued from page 1) 
 

Volunteers are what make any institution 
like ours run. I talked yesterday with my 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ [ŀǳǊŜƴǎΦ [ŀǳǊŜƴǎΩ ǿƛŦŜ [ƛƴŘŀ Ƙŀǎ 
been the homebuilt division chairperson 
for the Experimental Aircraft Association 
ŀƴƴǳŀƭ {ǳƴΩbΩCǳƴ Ŧƭȅ-in for the past ten 
years or so, and Laurens told me about the 
ups and downs they have had in volunteer 
support. Some years they have had fifteen 
or twenty volunteers working full time 
weeks in advance to help set up for the 
spring fly-in. This year, though, the EAA 
volunteers are pretty thin on the ground.  
We are looking for some fresh volunteers 
for several positions in HTMA, not just to 
help provide some relief for George 
Williams on the PA system front. Bill 
McCampbell, who has been arranging 
retirement home gigs for HTMA every 
month for the past dozen years, has been 
laid up with heart surgery, and we need a 
volunteer to pick up that very important 
job at least temporarily. Jim England is 
filling in this month, but Bill really needs a 
volunteer co-chair to carry that planning 
load along. Another volunteer position that 
is only one deep and needs a co-chair is 
publicity. Claire Mikkelsen is doing a fine 
job, but if she is out of town for the week, 
ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀŎƪǳǇ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛȊŜ 
our meetings or other events. The same 
comment also applies to Jim Holland on 
booking.  
What else is happening in the HTMA 
universe? I think that Brian Curtis is still 

looking for additional content (columns, 
poetry, music reviews or pictures) to go 
into the newsletter. One nice thing about 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
actually have a page limit. When the HTMA 
newsletter was printed, the printing and 
mailing expenses were the two biggest 
items in our annual budget, bigger than the 
meeting place rental.  You could you write 
about styles of music, features of 
instruments, your favorite performer, or 
luthier, or venue. LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ 
on all the reasons folks should support their 
local public radio station (WLRH estimates 
that only one listener in five supports the 
station financiallyύΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
see more of in the newsletter are listings of 
places where HTMA members are playing, 
and I think that our members could use a 
classified ads section. In fact, I may go 
ahead and write an ad to sell a couple 
musical instruments that are gathering dust 
in our house and not getting played. 
Whatever you want to write about, please 
send your contributions to Brian early. 
5ƻƴΩǘ do what I do and always 
procrastinate to the very last minute.  
I hope to see many newsletter readers at 
the next meeting, and the HTMA 
coffeehouse. Until then, enjoy some fine 
Alabama spring weather. 
 

Cheers, 

Jerry LeCroy 
        HTMA President 
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Pictures of the Month

 


