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Next Meeting
Sunday, March 21
2:00- 4:30 PM
Huntsville Public Library Auditorium

HTMA Coffee House
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them at risk in the hands of baggage hamdleOn the
other hand, if you travel a lot, and like me do not want t
feel tempted to tun on a hotel room television, you may
want to think about the best way to control risks when
travelling with an instrument.
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CalendargodEvents,

Claire Lynch

Thursday, March 11
Berkl ey Bobos
304 1st Ave SE

Cullman, AL 35055
Admission $12 in advance; $15 at thedoor.

Coffee Hou

Second Saturda@ld-Time Jam

Saturday, March 13th, 1:00- 4:00 PM
Constitution Hall Village

Nursing Home Gig
Saturday March 20 3:000 4:30 PM
Hearthstone Nursing Home

HTMA Monthly Meeting and Jam Session
Sunday, March 21, 2:00- 4:30 PM
Downtown Huntsville /Madison Public Library

Nursing Home Gig
Saturday March 27, 3:150 5:00 PM
Regency Health Care

HTMA Coffeehouse
Thur sday, March 25, 700 PM
Burritt on the Mountain & Old Country Church

featuring

Jim and Inge Wood

If you have any questions or suggestions for

retirement home performances, please contact

Bill McCampbell at 882400, or
mccampbellwm@bellsouth.net

More informationon all HTMA meetings, concerts,
coffeehouses, and other events, available at
www. huntsvillefolk.org

FRELHIve soard

President
Jerry LeCroyp80-6234 '
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President Emeritus
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Webmaster
(Great Pay and Benefits

etter Editor
blcurtis@knology.net

a a T

VAT ERES INTEEMTENL

' W A VWALV VAN A \\VV W WWPe

For the positions of

Contact Jerry LeCroy for details

Call 256 -880-6324 or E
jelecroy@knology.net
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The Berry Patc

Many times, it seems, the quality of life depends on how adversity is handled. kyniter Fanny Crosby handled her handicap
remarkably well.

Dueto medical error, she lostirtually allof her sight when only a few weeks old. Not to be denied, she attendeal Th
Institute for the Blind in New York City and became an English teacher. Atdlgity she married a musician and at fofour she
started setting some of her poems to music. In the next fifty years, she composed about 6,000 hymns. AMAZING, IS IT NOT?

Rather than treating her nedpotal blindness with anger or bitterness, she elected to treat it as a special gift from God, a
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In 1874, she did not have eagh money to pay her rent. She turned the problem over to God and almost immediately a
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Many of her songs were $pired by simply hearing a friend play a tune and almost by magic the words of the song that
YI §OKSR GKS ddzyS OIFYS (2 YAYR® .20K a.fSaaSR ! 84adzN> yoOSe¢ I
manner.

Fanny Crosby chose to live iaar poverty in the ghetto areas of New York City, just a short distance from the Bowery with
its alcoholics and vice. She conquered adversity. There is a lesson in her life and her songs ring in our hearts.

President Emeritus
Joe M. Berry
HTMA Public Seice Chair

Quote of the Month

Once you become predictable, no one's
interested anymore.

Chet Atkins
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http://thinkexist.com/quotation/once-you-become-predictable-no-one-s-interested/363118.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/once-you-become-predictable-no-one-s-interested/363118.html
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One of the best ways | know is to do what my
brother John did for years anytime he traveled to
I LK FOS KS SELISOGSR G2
hit the pawnshops, buy a cheap guitar, and leave it
there with friends or family so there would be an

instrument available when he needed it.

A pretty nice wood guitar case can be had for
around $140 orine, a bit more if custom fitted to
your Martin, Taylor, Gibson, etc. These cases
provide reasonable protection for carefully
handled instruments. Brother Johrhas also
experimented with buying high class guitar cases. |
think he has bought two Calton cases, which list
for over $1,000 each, to carry his old Martir3b.
Those Calton cases appear to do the job. | think
twice John has arrived after flights to Geany to
find his Calton case badly broken, but the guitar
inside still intact. Some people will swear by Anvil,
Gator, or SKB cases.

What can you do to increase your chances in the
luggage lottery? If you have a reasonable size
guitar, like my Taylor 712ry to carry it on. My
Taylor hard case fits in the overhead on most-full
size airliners (though NOT on regional jets). |
expect most banjos will also fit in the overhead,
Sometimes a nice flight attendant will offer to put
it in the I class coat closet, which is even better.

What about other instruments? Fiddles, violas, and
mandolins will always fit in the overhead and I
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instruments that break down and fit in a suitcase
for travel, but the best bet is to have a friend at
the other end with oe of the big guys you can
borrow. Pennywhistle? You can probably always
carry that on, but expect strange looks from the
TSA security geeks.

So travelling with an instrument is not
accomplished without some fear, but it is doable. |
think my Taylor has over 300,000 air miles on
commercial flights, and a little less than that on
LeCroy air. Sofar A4 Q& YIRS (KS
although | do worry. Delta broke a Taylor 712 for
me about 10 years ago, and | was heartbroken
about it. Do they pay if they breakour favorite
guitar? Probablynot. If the case is intact but the
guitar insde is in pieces, the airline position is that
GKS OFrasS glayQid 3I22R
broken, too, you may have a chance of recovery.
Remember that some international flights, like the
2yS O0KIFIG ONR1S Y& TwMHZ
The next time | wet to that country | carefully
packed my guitar in its case, put on the case cover,
and then packed that with a couple inches of
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baggage handling mill. I try to improve my odds a
much as | can. | always tlension the strings to
unload the neck befe flying, and | wrap the head
with rags (actually nice microfiber polishing cloths)

cardboard box for free if they have one.

Good luck to you on all your travels, and | hope
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inevitable drop happend. have a case cover over

GKS KIFINR OFraSeo LQY &a2fR 2y GKS {YylIftf 523 Ol as
covers, which Janet Davis Masells. They add a

level of cushioning (and thermal insulation) Cheers,

outside of the regular hard case, and look enough
like a gig bag to cause most baggage handiers
show some care. IS { Yl ff 523
strap is invaluable when carrying a laptopgular
luggage, AND my guitar through airline terminals.

Jerry LeCroy
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Pictures Of The Month
Jack Ellis

~riends

If you have anything you would like to contribute to the HTMA Newsletter, feel free to send it to
blcurtis@knology.net You do not have to be a writeto sendan article, tidbit, picture, musical fact,
quotation or suggestion. All contributions are welcome.
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