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Huntsvillefolk.org 

The Huntsville Traditional Music 
Association meets on the third Sunday of 

each month 
Our next meeting is: 

Sunday, February 21st 
2:00 - 4:30 PM 

 
 Huntsville/Madison Public Library Auditorium 

 

 

 
Next Meeting 

Sunday, March  21 
2:00 - 4:30 PM 

Huntsville Public Library Auditorium 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HTMA Presidentôs Notes 

As I write ǘƘƛǎ LΩƳ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 
overlooking the north end of Lake Tahoe. Ginny and I are 
having a fine vacation, eating at interesting places, skiing 
on very nice slopes, and occasionally playing some music. 
 
I thought about that earlier in the week, when I was gate-
checking my guitar in Huntsville. The guy who took it was 
friendly enough, but he insisted on taking off all of the 
gate check tags attached various places, so there would 
be only one tag attached. He must have taken off a dozen 
tags.  
 
I know that many members would never consider 
travelling with an instrument, and there are plenty of 
reasons to take that position. Many of our instruments 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ 
them at risk in the hands of baggage handlers. On the 
other hand, if you travel a lot, and like me do not want to 
feel tempted to tun on a hotel room television, you may 
want to think about the best way to control risks when 
travelling with an instrument.  

 
 (continued on page 4) 
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President 
Jerry LeCroy 880-6234           jelecroy@knology.net 
 

Vice President 
Jim England 852-5740            jengland@knology.net
  

Sec/Treasurer 
Pat Long 539-7211                       plong@hiwaay.net 
  

Publicity Chair 
Claire Mikkelsen          homeschoolnan@yahoo.com         
 

Public Service Chair 
President Emeritus 

Bill McCampbell 882-2400 mccampbellwm@bellsouth.net 
 

Performance Chair 
Jim Holland                jhol111964@sprintmail.com 
 

Operations Co-Chair 
George Williams 880-6234 george.p.williams@pobox.com 
 
Steve McGehee 858-2032   catwithnotail69@aol.com 

 
Webmaster 

Position Available!                       (Great Pay and Benefits)           
 

Newsletter Editor 
Brian Curtis 412-0980              blcurtis@knology.net                 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Claire Lynch 
Thursday, March 11  
Berkley Bobõs Coffee House 
304 1st Ave SE 
Cullman, AL   35055 
Admission $12 in advance; $15 at the door. 

 
Second Saturday Old-Time Jam  
Saturday, March  13th, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
Constitution Hall Village  

Nursing Home Gig 
Saturday March 20 3:00 ð 4:30 PM 
Hearthstone Nursing Home  
 

HTMA Monthly Meeting and Jam Session 
Sunday, March  21, 2:00 - 4:30 PM 
Downtown Huntsville /Madison  Public Library    
 

Nursing Home Gig 
Saturday March 27, 3:15 ð 5:00 PM 
Regency Health Care 
 

HTMA Coffeehouse 
Thur sday, March 25, 7:00 PM 
Burritt on the Mountain ð Old Country Church  
 

featuring 

Jim and Inge Wood 
 

If you have any questions or suggestions for 
retirement home performances, please contact  

Bill McCampbell at 882-2400, or 
mccampbellwm@bellsouth.net 

 
 

More information on all HTMA meetings, concerts, 
coffeehouses, and other events, is available at 

www.huntsvillefolk.org 

 

 
 

 
 

For the positions of  

 

 

WEBMASTER 

 

 
Contact Jerry LeCroy for details  

Call 256 - 880 - 6324 or E - Mail  

jelecroy@knology.net  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:george.p.williams@pobox.com
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The Berry Patch 

Many times, it seems, the quality of life depends on how adversity is handled. Hymn-writer Fanny Crosby handled her handicap 
remarkably well. 
 Due to medical error, she lost virtually all of her sight when only a few weeks old. Not to be denied, she attended The 
Institute for the Blind in New York City and became an English teacher. At thirty-eight, she married a musician and at forty-four she 
started setting some of her poems to music. In the next fifty years, she composed about 6,000 hymns. AMAZING, IS IT NOT? 
 Rather than treating her near-total blindness with anger or bitterness, she elected to treat it as a special gift from God, a 
ƎƛŦǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎƻǳƭ-ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΦ 
 In 1874, she did not have enough money to pay her rent. She turned the problem over to God and almost immediately a 
ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ƪƴƻŎƪŜŘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŘƻƻǊΣ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ά!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ aȅ 
{ŀǾƛƻǊ [ŜŀŘǎ aŜΦέ 
 Many of her songs were inspired by simply hearing a friend play a tune and almost by magic the words of the song that 
ƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǳƴŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘΦ .ƻǘƘ ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ά{ŀŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
manner. 
 Fanny Crosby chose to live in near poverty in the ghetto areas of New York City, just a short distance from the Bowery with 
its alcoholics and vice. She conquered adversity. There is a lesson in her life and her songs ring in our hearts. 

 
President Emeritus 
Joe M. Berry 

HTMA Public Service Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quote of the Month 

OOOnnn ccceee   yyy ooouuu    bbbeeecccooommm eee   ppp rrr eeeddd iii cccttt aaa bbblll eee,,,    nnn ooo   ooonnn eee'''sss   

iii nnn ttt eeerrr eeesssttt eeeddd    aaa nnn yyy mmm ooorrr eee...    
Chet Atkins  

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/once-you-become-predictable-no-one-s-interested/363118.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/once-you-become-predictable-no-one-s-interested/363118.html
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(tw9{L59b¢Ω{ bh¢9{ continued from page 1) 
 

One of the best ways I know is to do what my 
brother John did for years ς anytime he traveled to 
ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŎŜ ƘŜΩŘ 
hit the pawnshops, buy a cheap guitar, and leave it 
there with friends or family so there would be an 
instrument available when he needed it.  
 
A pretty nice wood guitar case can be had for 
around $140 on-line, a bit more if custom fitted to 
your Martin, Taylor, Gibson, etc. These cases 
provide reasonable protection for carefully 
handled instruments. Brother John has also 
experimented with buying high class guitar cases.  I 
think he has bought two Calton cases, which list 
for over $1,000 each, to carry his old Martin D-35. 
Those Calton cases appear to do the job. I think 
twice John has arrived after flights to Germany to 
find his Calton case badly broken, but the guitar 
inside still intact. Some people will swear by Anvil, 
Gator, or SKB cases.  
 
What can you do to increase your chances in the 
luggage lottery? If you have a reasonable size 
guitar, like my Taylor 712, try to carry it on. My 
Taylor hard case fits in the overhead on most full-
size airliners (though NOT on regional jets). I 
expect most banjos will also fit in the overhead, 
Sometimes a nice flight attendant will offer to put 
it in the 1st class coat closet, which is even better. 
²ƘŜƴ LΩƳ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƧŜǘΣ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎŀǘŜ 
ŎƘŜŎƪΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
baggage handling mill. I try to improve my odds as 
much as I can. I always de-tension the strings to 
unload the neck before flying, and I wrap the head 
with rags (actually nice microfiber polishing cloths) 
ǎƻ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŀƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘhe 
inevitable drop happens. I have a case cover over 
ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ŎŀǎŜΦ LΩƳ ǎƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {Ƴŀƭƭ 5ƻƎ ŎŀǎŜ 
covers, which Janet Davis Music sells. They add a 
level of cushioning (and thermal insulation) 
outside of the regular hard case, and look enough 
like a gig bag to cause most baggage handlers to 
show some care. TƘŜ {Ƴŀƭƭ 5ƻƎ ŎƻǾŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ 
strap is invaluable when carrying a laptop, regular 
luggage, AND my guitar through airline terminals.  

 
What about other instruments? Fiddles, violas, and 
mandolins will always fit in the overhead, and I 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ 
bass, well transportation is always going to be an 
ƛǎǎǳŜΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 
instruments that break down and fit in a suitcase 
for travel, but the best bet is to have a friend at 
the other end with one of the big guys you can 
borrow. Pennywhistle? You can probably always 
carry that on, but expect strange looks from the 
TSA security geeks.  
 
So travelling with an instrument is not 
accomplished without some fear, but it is doable. I 
think my Taylor has over 300,000 air miles on 
commercial flights, and a little less than that on 
LeCroy air. So farΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ 
although I do worry. Delta broke a Taylor 712 for 
me about 10 years ago, and I was heartbroken 
about it. Do they pay if they break your favorite 
guitar? Probably not. If the case is intact but the 
guitar inside is in pieces, the airline position is that 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ /!{9 ƛǎ 
broken, too, you may have a chance of recovery. 
Remember that some international flights, like the 
ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƻƪŜ Ƴȅ тмнΣ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƎŀǘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪǎΦ 
The next time I went to that country I carefully 
packed my guitar in its case, put on the case cover, 
and then packed that with a couple inches of 
wadded newspaper padding in a guitar shipping 
box provided by the terrific folks at Cotten Music 
in Nashville. Most music stores will give you a 
cardboard box for free if they have one.  
 
Good luck to you on all your travels, and I hope 
that you enjoy the music wherever you find 
yourselves.  

 

 

Cheers, 

Jerry LeCroy 
        HTMA President 
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Pictures Of The Month 
Jack Ellis 

 

Neeve and Friends 

 

 
 If you have anything you would like to contribute to the HTMA Newsletter, feel free to send it to:  

blcurtis@knology.net . You do not have to be a writer to send an article, tidbit, picture, musical fact, 
quotation or suggestion. All contributions are welcome. 

 


